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the Council of Ministers, freed from the control of
Advisers, acted at times in a manner which did not
command the approval of Englishmen trained in
other traditions.                   *

Perhaps wisely, Sir Eldon Gorst declined to in-
tervene in the domestic differences between Abbas
Hilmi and his subjects. His energies were sufficiently
occupied with the task of supporting, and piloting
through rough water, the new Council of Ministers.
The members had been chosen by the Khedive, and
no one of them either represented any section of
public opinion or displayed desire to admit his fellow
countrymen to share the responsibilities of Govern-
ment. But, short of these defects, the new Council
were eager to prove to Great Britain that Egyptians
are competent to manage their own administration.
Gorst was no less anxious to assist them in the feat;
and, in pursuance of that inclination, he replaced cer-
tain Advisers by other Englishmen whose views upon
the proper attributions of Ministers were more in
harmony with his own. Going further, he announced
publicly that the process of anglicizing the Adminis-
trative Services of Egypt must cease, and that the
authority of each Minister in his own sphere hence-
forth would be supreme.

Englishmen in the service of the Egyptian Govern-
ment were not altogether unprepared for this declara-
tion : the natural consummation of a new policy with
which many cordially sympathized. But they had
not thought that the change would imply their own
immediate supersession by Egyptians, or that the pro-
cess would be carried out with little regard to their
own feelings; and the transition from control to
subordination undoubtedly was made too sharply for
the amour propre of some of the victims. In principle
the Englishmen concerned had no more reason to
complain than Egyptians had, when the reverse